ENTER   GASTELLIO

ments, so, in the sixteenth century, all the young folk in
Europe had an irresistible craving to think and talk about
the religious ideals of the day, and to help in this great
movement. Castellio was seized by the same passion,
and a personal experience set the keynote for a man of
his humane temperament. When, for the first time, in
Lyons, he watched the burning of heretics, he was shaken
to the depths of his soul, on the one hand by the cruelty
of the Inquisition, and on the other, by the courage of the
victims. Henceforward he resolved to live and fight for
the new doctrine, which for him would involve the
apotheosis of liberty.

It need hardly be said that from the moment when
Castellio, then four-and-twenty years of age, decided to
espouse the cause of the Reformation, his life was in
danger. Wherever a State or a system forcibly sup-
presses freedom of thought, only three possibilities are
open to those who cannot endure the triumph of violence
over conscience. They can openly resist the reign of
terror and become martyrs; this was the bold course
chosen by Louis de Berquin and Etienne Dolet, and it
led them to the stake; or, wishing to preserve internal
freedom, and at the same time to save their lives, then
malcontents can ostensibly submit, and conceal or dis-
guise their private opinions; such was the technique of
Erasmus and Rabelais, who outwardly kept peace with
Church and State, and, wearing motley and a fool's cap,
skilfully avoided the weapons of their adversaries, while
shooting poisoned arrows from an ambush, cheating the
brutalitarians with the cunning of an Odysseus. The
third expedient is to become a refugee who endeavours
to carry his own share of internal freedom out of the
country in which freedom is persecuted and despised, to
a foreign soil where it can flourish unhindered. Castellio,
being of an upright but yielding nature, chose the peace-
ful path. In the spring of 1540, shortly after he had
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